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Introduction 
The concept of this handbook is to provide CGF clubs with a single source that deals with key 
aspects of the Federation, its Policies and Bye Laws. 
The CGF acknowledges that the content within this handbook is not the exclusive property of 
the CGF and has been derived from a number of sources and we gratefully acknowledge their 
work. 
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The official version of this document will always be available for download from the CGF 
website.  Amendments will be released as and when required for clubs to update their master 
copy. 
 
Rules and Regulations 
This handbook does not attempt to duplicate The Rules of Golf or The Rules of Handicapping 
but refers to them where necessary as they are the foundation for the game of Golf. 
  

SECTION SUBJECT Amended SOURCE 
1 Mission Statement & History  CGF 
2 CGF Constitution October 2023 CGF 
3 Joining Policy 1 January 2024 CGF 
4 Code of Conduct  EGA 
5 Disciplinary Procedures  R&A and EGA 
6 Grievance Procedures  CGF 
7 Code of Ethics  MGA 
8 Local Rules & Terms of Competition 23 February 2021 EGA 
9 Home Club Transfer Request  CGF 

10 Course Rating 7 April 2022 CGF 
11 Permanent Distance Markers 23 February 2021 CGF 
12 Artificial Grass Surfaces and Mats  CGF 
13 Clarifications of the Rules of Golf 3 October 2022 R&A and USGA 
14 Clarifications of the Rules of Handicapping 21 February 2023 R&A and USGA 
15 Frequently Asked Questions  CGF 
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SECTION 1 
 
MISSION STATEMENT 
The CGF Mission Statement is derived from our Constitution: 
The primary objectives of the CGF are to promote, administer and encourage amateur golf in 
Cyprus. 
In support of these objectives CGF responsibilities are to: 
 

• Co-operate with the International Golf Federation (IGF), The Royal and Ancient Club of St. 
Andrews (R&A), the European Golf Association (EGA), and other national golfing unions 
and federations. 

• Liaise with the Cyprus Sports Organisation (KOA), the Cyprus Olympic Committee (COC) 
and other government bodies. 

• Under the auspices of the World Handicap Authority (WHA) implement and maintain the 
World Handicap System (WHS) Rules of Handicapping as applicable to Cyprus. 

• Organise, promote and run the Cyprus Amateur Open Golf Championships, international 
matches and other events. 

• Liaise with the member clubs and courses to deconflict the annual schedule of Open golf 
events and tournaments. 

• Actively seek formal government and/or commercial sponsorship for the federation's golf 
activities within Cyprus and internationally. 

• Develop and oversee activities that promote golf within Cyprus, including education and 
coaching of junior golfers. 

• Manage the affairs of the CGF to the best advantage of the federation, its members and 
the sport of golf in Cyprus. 

 
 
HISTORY OF THE CYPRUS GOLF FEDERATION 
Golf is not a new sport in Cyprus, having been played on island since the early part of the 20th 
century.  
CGF as the official governing body for golf in Cyprus was formerly established in 2000. Cyprus 
operated under the CONGU Handicap system until 2006 when the EGA Handicap system was 
adopted.  
CGF is recognised by the EGA, and subsequently by the WHA, as the body formally responsible 
for the implementation and ongoing management of the WHS, which includes the Rules of 
Handicapping (RoH) and the Course Rating System (CR), in the Republic of Cyprus. 
CGF is registered with the KOA and the COC, is a member of the IGF, the EGA and is associated 
with The R&A. 
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SECTION 2 
 
THE CONSTITUTION OF THE CYPRUS GOLF FEDERATION 
 
The Constitution (Articles of Association) of the Cyprus Golf Federation as amended and 
approved in October 2023 by a Constitutional General Meeting, is published on the CGF’s 
website under “ABOUT CGF” → “About” (https://www.cgf.org.cy/about-cgf) or can be 
downloaded directly from the following links: 
 
1. CGF Constitution – GREEK Version 
2. CGF Constitution – ENGLISH Version 
 
 
Please note that forlegal and interpretation purposes, the Greek text shall be considered to be 
the official text. 
            
 
 

   Table of Contents
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SECTION 3 
 
JOINING POLICY & FEES – COURSES AND CLUBS 
General 
This document covers the requirements for new golf courses or golf clubs (see definition at 
para 12 below) in Cyprus, the world handicap bodies hierarchy and confirms details for existing 
CGF courses and clubs. The CGF operates within world golf bodies and/or authorities and is a 
Licensed user. 
1. World Handicap System (WHS) 
The WHS includes the WHS Rules of Handicapping (ROH) and the WHS Course Rating System 
(CRS). Its purpose is to make the game of golf enjoyable and to enable as many golfers as 
possible the opportunity to: 
a. Obtain and maintain a Handicap Index. 
b. Use their Handicap Index on any golf course around the world. 
c. Compete, or play a casual round, with anyone else on a fair and equal basis. 
 
2. Governing Authorities 
The WHS is governed by the joint governing authorities, the USGA and The R&A under the 
auspice of the World Handicap Authority (WHA). 
a. The WHA authorises Handicapping Bodies and National Associations to administer and 

manage their golf membership. 
b. The European Golf Association (EGA) is the Multi-National Association responsible for 

administering golf within Europe. 
c. The EGA authorises the CGF to administer and maintain golf in Cyprus. 
d. The CGF is a signatory to the WHS Licence Agreement. 
e. The CGF is the sole National Authority on the island. 
f. The CGF may delegate some of its responsibilities to the member clubs. 
g. Cyprus based golf clubs that wish to award a handicap index must be authorised to do so 

by the CGF. 
 
3. Rules of Handicapping 
a. The Rules of Handicapping authorised and issued by the EGA under license from the WHS 

require a high level of understanding of both The Rules of Golf and The Rules of 
Handicapping. 

b. The complexity of the Rules of Handicapping necessitates the use of 3rd party handicap 
management software systems which permit interaction between user clubs, players and 
the system central server. 

c. CGF member clubs will be required to adopt the CGF preferred Handicap Software System, 
which is currently DataGolf. 

 
4. Course Rating 
For details of the CGF Course Rating policy and associated fees see Section 10. 
 
5. Guidance and support 
The CGF is available to support new and existing courses and clubs with all aspects of the Rules 
of Handicapping and the Course Rating System.  
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6. New Courses 
During the design and build stage of any new course project the developers must consult with 
the CGF. Early contact between the developer and CGF is mandatory, to ensure CGF 
requirements are adhered to. Key to the playing of the game and the handicap system is the 
correct measurement of the course and the siting of permanent distance markers in 
accordance with the WHS Course Rating System (see Section 11). 
Matters that will need attention from onset of the Project include: 
 
a. The developer will need to factor in sufficient lead time before course opening to enable 

the HR&CRC time to conduct a course rating and issue Course Certification. 
b. The course must be presented to the rating team in the condition it is expected to be in 

during its peak playing season. 
c. The HR&CRC will establish the playing length of the course and all its holes. 
d. The standard unit of measurement on all CGF courses is the Metric system. 
e. The HR&CRC are responsible for certifying all course measurements. 
f. The course will be asked to provide any GPS co-ordinates of tee pads and centre of 

putting greens which may assist the rating team.  
g. The HR&CRC will mark where permanent distance points are to be sited within the teeing 

pads. 
h. Sufficient space must be available for the correct siting of the permanent distance 

markers. 
i. Each permanent distance marker should be colour coded for the intended tee and in 

accord with Section 11 of this Manual. 
j. Measurements will be made in metres from the CGF positioned permanent distance 

marker to the centre of the putting greens. 
k. The HR&CRC course measurements will be used to produce the course and slope ratings 

under the approved rating software of the WHS course rating programme. 
l. Only when the CGF HR&CRC have finalised and published the rating certification should 

the Course produce score cards, publicity material and course furniture, which mention 
measured lengths. 

 
7. New Course Registration Fee 
Registration with the federation is necessary in order to obtain WHS course rating certification, 
which is a requirement to run handicap qualifying tournaments. The fee for the new course on 
registering with the Federation is a one-time fixed charge of €20,000 which covers: 
a. CGF membership of the course’s primary club for the first year. 
b. Full rights and privileges in accordance with those rights and privileges as at the time of 

registration. 
c. The first years DataGolf handicap management license fee for the primary club, its 

installation, training of system administrators and ongoing operational support. 
d. The course rating and measurement of a single golf course. 
e. As many tee sets that are required by the club to be in operation at course opening. 
f. For details of the placement of Permanent Distance markers see Section11. 
 
8. CGF Annual Charges 

As of 1st January 2024, the new Member Club Voting & Fee structure as decided by the 
CGF Board in December 2023, comes into effect. 
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The new structure, considers the number of federated players each club has as of 31 
December of the previous year (31st December 2023 for 2024) according to the following 
table: 
 

Federated Number Annual 

Members of Votes Club Fee 

Up to 50 1 €       600  

51 to 100 2 €       900  

101 to 150 3 €    1,200  

151 to 200 4 €    1,500  

201 to 250 5 €    1,800  

251 to 300 6 €    2,100  

301 + 7 €    2,500  
 
9. CGF Federation Licence 
Players can obtain a CGF Federation Licence by joining a CGF Member club. The club then 
applies to the CGF who issue a Licence for the player.  There is no individual membership 
category to the CGF. 
The Federation Licence period is 1 January to 31 December, and the fee is €50 annually for 
adult members and €2.50 annually for juniors. CGF considers junior golfers to be individuals 
who have not reached their 18th birthday on or before 1st of January.  
 
10. The Occupied areas 
The future integration of the existing courses at Pendayia and Korineum, located within the 
Turkish occupied areas of north Cyprus will be favourably received. Any new course opening 
within the occupied areas will be subject to the charges at paragraph 7 above. The players 
Federation Licence fee will be as per paragraph 9 above. 
 
11. New Member Club or Golf Society 
A club or a golf society wishing to become a new affiliated member of the CGF must be able to 
comply with Articles 6 and 7 of the CGF Constitution.  
 
12. Definitions 
The definition of a golf club or golf course may vary dependent upon the local culture and the 
custom and practice. The definitions from the WHS Rules of Handicapping are: 

a. Golf Club - An organisation that is permitted, through affiliation to its Authorised 
Association, to administer and manage the Handicap Index of those players who have 
designated it as their home club, in accordance with the requirements of the Rules of 
Handicapping. To qualify for affiliation, a golf club may be required to satisfy certain 
requirements as determined by its authorised association. 
 

b. Golf Course - An area of land where golf is played, made up of the following five areas 
as defined in the Rules of Golf: 
The general area; The teeing area player must play from in starting the hole being 
played; All penalty areas; All bunkers, and the putting green of the hole being played. 
Each hole may have multiple teeing area’s and, for handicap purposes, a golf course is 
made up of a designated set of tees on each hole. As such, each set of tees (or golf 
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course) should have a separate Course Rating and Slope Rating, including one for each 
gender where appropriate. 

 
Clubs are strongly advised to seek Legal counsel to ensure requirements of Cypriot Law are 
met. 
The concerned Law is: Associations and Foundations and Other Related Matters Law of 2017 
(Law N104 (1) / 2017) (as amended in 2018). 
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SECTION 4 
 
CODE OF CONDUCT  
 
1. Standards of Player Conduct and Courtesy 
 

a. A player must exercise self-control, must not show excessive displays of anger or 
frustration and must have the strength to overcome the temptation to retaliate. The 
player must refrain from any behaviour or expression deemed unacceptable and adhere 
to the guidelines as provided under Rule 1 of the Rules of Golf. 

b. If a player consistently disregards these guidelines during a round or over a period to 
the detriment of others and is reported either by a member of the Committee or a 
referee or by multiple players, the Club Committee will take appropriate disciplinary 
action against the offending player. If the Committee considers that a competitor is 
guilty of a serious breach of conduct or etiquette, the competitor will be disqualified 
according to Rule 1.2. 

c. In foursomes and similar competitions, the side receives the applicable penalty 
including disqualification if any partner breaches the Standards.  

d. In fourball and similar competitions, the penalty is applicable to the player, but 
disqualification applies to the team. 

e. If a player ’s caddie breaches the Code of Conduct, the penalty will be applicable to the 
caddie’s player. 

 
2. Examples of the penalty structures for a breach of the Code of Conduct 

 
 Warning for a first offence: 
a. Demonstrates ill temper and abuses the use of golf clubs and equipment, 
b. Other than with the intentions of the game. 
c. Throws a club towards a golf bag which unintentionally then hits another person. 
d. Utters audible obscenities. 
e. Breaches Rule 1.2 of the Rules of Golf. 

 
One-stroke penalty with/without Committee sanction: 
a. Second offence to the above list during the same or subsequent competitions. 
 

General penalty (two stroke/loss of hole) with/without Committee sanction:  
a.  Third offence to the above list during the same or subsequent competitions. 

 
Disqualification with/without Committee sanction: 
a. Repetitive offence to the above lists. 
b. Deliberately causes serious damage to a putting green. 
c. Disagrees with the course setup and takes it on himself or herself to move markers or 

boundary stakes. 
d. Throws a club or other equipment towards another player, official or any person. 
e. Repeatedly uses vulgar, offensive, abusive or profane language towards another player, 

an official or any person. 
f. Physically attacks or abuses, in any way, another player, an official or any person. 
g. Verbally threatens another player, an official or any person. 
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h. Racially or sexually vilifies another player, an official or any person. 
i. Deliberately damages the facilities, including the course and the clubhouse. 
j. Wrongfully removes or damages property belonging to another player, an official, any 

person or the golf club. 
k. Fails or refuses to co-operate with, or obstructs, any investigation of the player's 

conduct or the conduct of another player. 
l. Shows disrespect and fails to comply with directions or instructions by an official. 
m. Commits an act to deliberately disqualify another player from a competition. 
n. Deliberately distracts other players while they are making strokes. 
o. Removes loose impediments or movable obstructions to disadvantage another player 

after that other player has asked him or her to leave them in place. 
p. Repeatedly refuses to lift a ball at rest when it interferes with another player in stroke 

play. 
q. Deliberately plays away from the hole and then towards the hole to assist the player's 

partner (such as helping the player's partner learn the break on the putting green). 
r. Deliberately does not play in accordance with the Rules and potentially gaining a 

significant advantage by doing so, despite incurring a penalty for a breach of the 
relevant Rule. 

s. Uses a handicap that has been established for the purpose of providing an unfair 
advantage or using the round being played to establish such a handicap. 

t. Brings the game of golf into disrepute. 
 
 
3. Social Media 

a. Outside of the playing of the game, players, family and/or their followers must be 
mindful of media comments that they may make, and consequences that derogatory or 
harmful comment might invoke. 

b. The CGF will not tolerate media comments which the federation may deem as offensive 
or inappropriate on its official Facebook or Twitter accounts. Moderators will remove 
such comments. 

 
NB: The Cyprus Golf Federation has additionally published two other documents Disciplinary 
Procedures (Section 5) and Grievance Procedures (Section 6) which together with this Code of 
Conduct form the basis of an encompassing process for a breach in standards of conduct. 
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SECTION 5 
 
DISCIPLINARY PROCEDURES 
1. Introduction  
The Cyprus Golf Federation has adopted the ensuing document to be able to administer 
matters of a disciplinary nature and as appropriate advice on dealing with Rules of Golf 
matters, it is recommended that clubs adopt these procedures. 
2. Terms in italics shall bear the meanings given to them as follows: 

a. CGF means the Cyprus Golf Federation. 
b. Club means any club affiliated to the CGF. 
c. Member means a member or player of a Club against whom the complaint has arisen. 
d. Amateur Rules mean the Rules of Amateur Status as determined by The R&A Rules 

Limited and the United States Golf Association. 
e. Code of Ethics means the Code of Ethics as published and adopted by the CGF 
f. Code of Conduct means the Code of Conduct as published and adopted by the CGF 

 
3. This process is intended to deal with matters resulting from a breach of the CGFs Code of 
Ethics (intended to be a guide as to the expected behaviour during representation of the CGF 
in an international tournament or event) or a breach of the CGFs Code of Conduct (intended to 
be a guide as to the expected behaviour during a national or “open” competition organised by 
the CGF). An example but not necessarily a complete list of categories of offences can be found 
in the CGF’s Code of Conduct. 

a. If a member is charged with an offence pursuant to Anti-Doping or Child Protection 
Policies as adopted by the CGF, then the provisions of the relevant policy will apply. 

b. Any breach of the Amateur Rules shall be referred to the CGF and the provisions of the 
relevant policy will apply.  

4. Rulings, Disputes and Breaches of the Rules of Golf 
a. Where a breach of the Rules of Golf occurs during a club event the tournament 

committee of the organising club must deal with the matter.  
b. A player has the right to appeal the decision of the club tournament committee.  
c. Should the player not accept the decision of the club and the club’s appeal process, 

they may refer the matter to the CGF Disciplinary Committee whose decision will be 
final.  

d. The CGF Competitions Committee and/or CGF HR&CRC will where possible offer advice 
or guidance to the tournament committee based upon the facts presented. 

e. It must be born in mind that the CGF does not operate a 24/7 helpline. 
 
5. CGF Disciplinary Committee 
The General Secretary will convene a Disciplinary Committee comprised of a minimum of three 
members, not limited to: 

a. The General Secretary. 
b. The Competitions Committee Chairman or nominated delegate. 
c. The Chairman HR&CRC or nominated delegate. 
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SECTION 6 
 
GRIEVANCE PROCEDURES 
 
Introduction  
1. The CGF has adopted the ensuing document to be able to deal with grievance 

procedures. 
Terms in italics shall bear the meanings given to them as follows: 
a. CGF means the Cyprus Golf Federation. 
b. Club means a club affiliated to the CGF. 
c. Member means a member or player of a Club irrespective of any membership 

category. 
d. Handicap Committee means the body appointed by a Club to administer the Rules of 

Handicapping within that Club. 
e. Committee means the tournament or competition or organising committee, in charge 

of a golf competition in Cyprus either at Club, National or International level. 
f. WHS RoH is the World Handicap System Rules of Handicapping. 
g. Rules means the Rules of Golf as determined by The R&A Rules Limited and the 

United States Golf Association supplemented by any Local Rules. 
h. Amateur Rules means the Rules of Amateur Status as determined by the R&A Rules 

Limited and the United States Golf Association. 
 
2. As the governing body of golf in Cyprus, the CGF has the responsibility to ensure that the 

Rules and the WHS RoH are being properly administered.  
 
3. Issues should be resolved at Club level and the role of the Federation should be on an 

advisory basis. 
 
4. If a member is charged with an offence pursuant to the Anti-Doping or Child Protection 

Policies as adopted by the CGF, then the provisions of the relevant policy will apply 
 
5. Any breach of the Amateur Rules shall be referred to the CGF and the provisions of the 

relevant policy will apply. 
 
6. There is no right of recourse or appeal against: 

a. The decision of a Committee regarding a breach of the Rules in any competition or 
match. 

b. The decision of the Handicap Committee under the WHS RoH for example adjustment 
of handicap. 

c. The decision of the CGF Disciplinary/Appeal Committee. 
 
7. All complaints or grievances made to the CGF must be made in writing. The CGF will have 

the right to regulate its own procedure. The CGF may invite the parties concerned to 
attend a hearing to discuss the grievance. The member may be assisted at such hearing 
by a colleague or fellow CGF member. 

 
Should the member decide not to attend the hearing, the CGF will make its decision in 

absentia of the member and the CGF decision shall be final.                                         Table of Contents
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SECTION 7 

 
CODE OF ETHICS 
 
This code is geared towards all officials, coaches, players, and volunteers involved in the game 
of golf under the auspices of the CGF, who should demonstrate high standards of 
sportsmanship and ethics, especially when representing Cyprus either at home or abroad. 
Suspension or termination of the privilege of representing Cyprus is within the sole discretion 
of the CGF. 
The true potential of the sport is achieved when participants are committed to pursuing victory 
with honour according to six core principles: trustworthiness, respect, responsibility, fairness, 
caring and good citizenship. 
 
1. Trustworthiness 
Be worthy of trust in all you do. 

a. Honour - Live up to high ideals of ethics and sportsmanship, always pursue victory with 
honour, do what is right even when it is unpopular or personally costly. 

b. Honesty - Live and compete honourably, do not cheat, lie, steal or engage in any other 
dishonest or unsportsmanlike conduct. 

c. Reliability - Fulfil commitments, do what you say you will do, be on time to practice 
sessions and games. 

d. Loyalty - Be loyal to your Federation and team, put the team above personal glory. 
 
2. Respect 
Treat all people with respect all the time and require the same of other players. 

a. Class - Live and play with class, be a good sport, be gracious in victory and accept defeat 
with dignity, give fallen opponents help, compliment extraordinary performance, show 
sincere respect in both pre and post-game formalities. 

b. Conduct - Do not engage in disrespectful conduct of any sort including profanity, 
obscene gestures, offensive remarks of a sexual or racial nature, trash talking, taunting, 
boastful celebrations, or other actions that demean individuals or the game. 

c. Respect - Treat tournament officials with respect, do not complain about or argue with 
official calls or decisions during or after a game. 

 
3. Responsibility 
Have a serious commitment to succeed and the character to represent your country and the 
Federation honourably. 

a. Role - Remember that participation in sports is a privilege, not a right, represent your 
country, Federation, coach and teammates with honour, on and off the course, 
consistently exhibit good character and conduct yourself as a positive role model. 

b. Appearance - Be neat, clean and dress in good taste. 
c. Self-Control - Exercise self-control, observe personal and official curfew times, do not 

fight or show excessive displays of anger or frustration, have the strength to overcome 
the temptation to retaliate. 

d. Health - Safeguard your health, do not use any illegal or unhealthy substances including 
alcohol, tobacco and drugs or engage in any unhealthy techniques to gain, lose or 
maintain weight. Observe any in-force anti-doping code and remember that the 
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Federation discourages the smoking of cigarettes during any of its national 
competitions and expects its athletes to also conform to this when playing 
competitions abroad. 

e. Alcohol - The laws of Cyprus set the minimum age for drinking and purchasing alcohol 
to 18 years, officials and players who are older than 18 are prohibited from purchasing 
and selling alcohol to those under the minimum age, in addition those of legal age are 
expected to use good critical thinking skills in making decisions regarding alcohol 
consumption. 

f. Integrity - Protect the integrity of the game, do not gamble on the outcome of a game. 
 

4. Fairness 
a. Be Fair - Maintain high standards of fair play, be open-minded and be willing to listen 

and learn. 
 

5. Caring 
a. Concern - Demonstrate concern for others, never intentionally injure any player or 

engage in reckless behaviour that might cause injury to yourself or others. 
b. Teammates - Help promote the wellbeing of teammates by positive counselling and 

encouragement or by reporting any unhealthy or dangerous conduct to coaches or 
officials. 

 
6. Citizenship 

a. Rules - Maintain a thorough knowledge of and abide by all applicable game and 
competition rules, continue your participation in the competition until the last putt of 
the last hole of the last round. 

b. Spirit - Honour the spirit and the rules, avoid temptations to gain competitive 
advantage through improper gamesmanship techniques that violate the highest 
traditions of sportsmanship and the game of golf. 

c. Appreciation - Where you may have been provided with the privilege of courtesy of the 
course please remember to acknowledge your thanks to the course or organisation. 
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SECTION 8 
 
LOCAL RULES & TERMS OF COMPETITION - “THE CGF HARD CARD” 
The following is an example of the EGA Local Rules and Terms of Competition commonly 
known as the Hard Card.  CGF recommends the adoption of this document as a basis for use 
at club level. 
 
1. Out of bounds (Rule 18-2 (2)) 

a. A ball is out of bounds when it is beyond any wall defining a boundary. 
 
2. Penalty Areas (Rule 17) 

a. When a penalty area adjoins a boundary, the penalty area edge extends to and 
coincides with the boundary. 

b. When a player’s ball is found in or it is known or virtually certain to have come to rest 
in any penalty area where the ball last crossed the edge of the penalty area at a point 
that coincides with the boundary of the course, opposite side relief is available under 
MLR B-2-1. 

c. Dropping Zones for Penalty Areas. 
d. Where a dropping zone is marked for a penalty area, it is an additional option for relief 

under penalty of one stroke. The dropping zone is a relief area. A ball must be dropped 
in and come to rest in the relief area. 

 
3. Abnormal Course Conditions (Rule 16) 
Ground Under Repair: 

a. Any area bounded by a white line. 
b. Any area of damaged ground (e.g. caused by vehicle movement) that is considered by 

a referee to be abnormal. 
c. Seams of cut turf; Model Local Rule F-7 is in effect.  
d. Yardage painted lines or dots on the putting green or in a part of the general area cut 

to fairway height or less are to be treated as ground under repair from which free relief 
is available under Rule 16.1. Interference does not exist if yardage painted lines or dots 
only interfere with the player ’s stance. 

4. Immovable Obstructions: 
a. White lined area and the immovable obstruction they tie into are treated as a single 

abnormal course condition. 
b. Landscaped garden areas and everything growing in them that are surrounded by an 

immovable obstruction are treated as a single abnormal course condition. 
c. Mats that are secured. 
d. Roads or paths surfaced with wood chip or mulch. Individual pieces of wood chip are 

loose impediments. 
e. Immovable Obstructions Close to Putting Greens. Model Local Rule F-5 is in effect. This 

Local Rule only applies when the ball and immovable obstruction lie in part of the 
general area cut to fairway height or less. In addition to Rule 16.1a, interference also 
exists if an immovable obstruction is on the player ’s line of play, is within two club 
lengths of the putting green and is within two club lengths of the ball. 

f. Exception: there is no relief under this Local Rule if the player chooses a line of play 
that is clearly unreasonable. 
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5. Embedded Ball (Rule 16.3) 
Rule 16.3 is modified in this way: no free relief is allowed for a ball embedded in the stacked 
turf or soil faces above a bunker. 
 
6. Integral Objects 
The following are integral objects from which free relief is not allowed: 

a. Bunker liners in their intended position; 
b. Artificial retaining walls and pilings when located in penalty areas. 

 
7. Temporary Immovable Obstructions 
MLR F-23 with any additions or amendments in the additional Local Rules published by the 
Committee is in effect.  
 
8. Clubs and Balls 

a. List of Conforming Driver Heads: MLR G-1 is in effect. Penalty for making a stroke with 
a club in breach of Local Rule: disqualification. 

b. Groove and Punch Mark Specifications: MLR G-2 is in effect. Penalty for making a stroke 
with a club in breach of Local Rule: disqualification. 

c. List of Conforming Golf Balls: MLR G-3 is in effect.  
d. Note: an updated List of Conforming Clubs and Balls is available on www.randa.org 

 
9. Pace of Play (Rule 5.6) 

a. Time Allowed 
Each hole has been given a maximum completion time based upon the length and 
difficulty of the hole. The maximum time allotted for the completion of 18 holes will be 
available prior to play.  

b. Definition of Out of Position 
The first group and any group after a starters’ gap will be considered to be “out of 
position” if, at any time during the round, the group’s cumulative time exceeds the time 
allowed for the number of holes completed. Any following group will be considered 
“out of position” if it is more than the starting interval behind the group in front. 
Note: in making a decision on whether to time a “following group” that is out of 
position, leniency may be shown to a group that has not exceeded the time allotted for 
any number of holes completed. 

c. Procedure when Group is Out of Position 
1. If a decision is taken to time the group, each player in the group will be subject to 

individual timing by a referee. Each player in the group will be advised that they are 
“out of position” and are being timed. 

2. The maximum time allocated per shot is 40 seconds. 10 extra seconds are allowed for 
the first player to play: 

• on a par three hole; 

• an approach shot; and 

• a chip or putt. 
The timing will start when a player has had sufficient time to reach the ball, it is his or 
her turn to play and he or she is able to play without interference or distraction. Time 
taken to determine distance and select a club will count as time taken for the next 
stroke. 
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d. On the putting green 
1. Timing will start when the player has had a reasonable amount of time to lift, clean 

and replace the ball, repair damage that interferes with the line of play and move 
loose impediments on the line of play. Time spent looking at the line of play from 
beyond the hole/or behind the ball will count as part of the time taken for the next 
stroke. 

2. Timing ceases when a group is back in position and players will be advised 
accordingly. 

Note: in some circumstances an individual player or two players within a group of three 
may be timed instead of the entire group. 
e. Penalty for Breach of Local rule 

One bad time. 
Player will be warned by the referee and told that, if he or she has a further bad time, he or 
she will be penalised. 
             
                                              Stroke Play                                                            Match Play 
Two bad times  One stroke penalty                             One stroke penalty 
Three bad times  Additional Two Penalty Strokes   Loss of Hole 
Four bad times Disqualification     Disqualification 
  

f. Procedure when Again Out of Position during Same Round 
1. If a group is “out of position” more than once during a round, the above procedure 

will apply on each occasion. Bad times and the application of penalties in the same 
round will be carried forward until the round is completed. A player will not be 
penalised if he has a second bad time before being advised of his earlier bad time. 

 
2. Random Timing Without Warning When Group Not Out of Position. 
In some circumstances, a group or an individual player may be timed without warning, 
including when a group is not out of position. In such cases of random timing: the timing 
provisions and penalties set out in clause (1) above apply, except that a player will only 
be given a bad time if he exceeds 60 seconds to play a shot, with an extra 10 seconds 
given (i.e. 70 seconds in total) for the "first to play” shots referenced in (2) above. 

 
10. Suspension of Play (Rule 5.7) 
The following signals will be used to suspend and resume play: 

a. Immediate stop for imminent danger – one prolonged note of a siren; 
b. Stop for a non-dangerous situation - three consecutive notes of a siren; 
c. Resumption of play - two consecutive notes of a siren. 

Note: when play is stopped for imminent danger, all practice areas will be immediately closed. 
 
11. Practice (Rule 5.2) 
All recognised practice areas within the bounds of the course may be used by players for 
practice on any day of the competition. 
 
12. Transportation 
During a round, a player or caddie must not ride on any form of motorised transportation 
except as authorised or later approved by the Committee. A player who will play, or has opted, 
under penalty of stroke and distance is always authorised to ride on motorised transportation. 
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The player gets the general penalty for each hole during which there is a breach. A breach 
between two holes applies to the next hole. 
 
13. Team Captains and Advice in Team Competitions (Rule 24) 

a. Team Captain (Rule 24.3) 
Each team may name a Team captain who must be an amateur golfer in accordance with the 
Rules of Amateur Status as approved by R&A Rules Limited. 
Penalty for Breach of Local Rule; Disqualification of Team. 

b. Advice (Rule 24.4) 
Two advice givers may be named by each team from whom players in the team may ask and 
receive advice. The first must be the Team Captain (see 11.a) and the second may or may not 
be a professional golfer. The advice given must be identified to the Committee prior to the 
start of the Championships. The advice giver must not walk on the putting green when the 
ball of the team player is on the putting green. 
Penalty for Breach of Local Rule: general penalty. 

 
14. Eligibility 
Players must meet the eligibility provisions of the event established in the Terms of 
Competition. 
 
15. Anti-doping 
Players are required to comply with and be bound by the Anti-Doping Policy as established by 
the International Golf Federation. Any competitors who are taking medication and in doubt as 
to their clinical status should seek advice from the CGF Office no later than 30 days before the 
start of the championship. 
 
16. Returning of Score Cards 
A player ’s scorecard is officially returned to the Committee when the player has left the 
recording office area. 
 
17. Deciding Ties 
The method for deciding ties is provided in the relevant Terms of Competition. 
 
18. Results of Match or Championships - Competition Closed 

a. Match Play 
The result of a match is officially announced when it has been recorded in the 
Championships Office.  

b. Stroke Play 
When the Championship trophy is presented to the winner, the results of the 
competition are officially announced, and the competition is closed. 

 
19. Behaviour 
Player, captains and advice givers, should conduct themselves in a disciplined manner, 
demonstrating courtesy and sportsmanship at all times. Behaviour of the very highest order is 
expected by all player, captains or advice givers towards everyone involved in the 
Championship. Any player, captain or advice giver breaching the CGF Conduct Guidelines may 
be subject to disciplinary action by the Championship Committee.  

Table of Contents 
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SECTION 9 
 

 
 

Home Club Transfer Request Form 
 
For the facilitation of the Transfer of a Player’s Handicap Record from his current club (Home Club) to 
another club (Destination Club), the Cyprus Golf Federations requires the completion and submission 
of a “Home Club Transfer Request Form”. This document must be fully completed and signed by the 
Player and by the Destination Club and send to the federation either by fax or by email. No transfer 
request will be accepted by the Federation if it is not fully completed and signed by both parties. 
 

Please complete using block capitals 

Date of Request  

Player Name  

Federation Number  

Current Home Club  

Destination Club  

* For a Junior player this form must be signed by a parent and identified as such next to his/her signature.  

 
Signatures 

 
____________________________________________________________________________ 
Player (Parent if the request is for a Junior) 
 
 
_____________________________________ _____________________________________ 
On behalf of Destination Club   Committee Member Name (in block capitals) 

 
By submitting this Home Club Transfer Request form the Destination Club acknowledges and 
accepts that a €10.00 (ten Euro) Administration Fee will be invoiced to them, and that should  
the Player’s Federation Status is currently “Inactive”, the transfer process will renew the 
Federation License of the player by default. 

 
cgf@cgf.org.cy 
 
22 449876    

____________________________________________________________________________ 
Olympic House, Office 208, Amphipoleos 21, 2025 Nicosia, Cyprus 

Tel: +357 22 449874 Fax: +357 22 449876 Web: http://www.cgf.org.cy  Email: cgf@cgf.org.cy 
 

[Download Form]                                Table of Contents

mailto:cgf@cgf.org.cy
https://www.cgf.org.cy/media/datagolf/home-club-transfer-form.pdf
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SECTION 10 
 
COURSE RATING & CHARGES 
 
1. The Course Rating System (CRS) 

a. The CRS Is a component part of the WHS. 
b. The CGF HR&CRC is the sole licensed authority for Course Rating in the jurisdiction of 

Cyprus. 
c. In order to be able to operate under the WHS a golf course must be course rated under 

the WHS CRS. 
d. CGF maintains a course rating team which is required to attend calibration seminars as 

dictated by WHA to ensure standards are maintained. (see paragraph 8 below). 
e. The CGF charges fees for services under the CRS. 

 
2. New Course Rating Charges 
The CR fee for new courses joining the CGF is covered under Section 3 paragraph 7. 
 
3. Check rating 
Once a rating has been certified by the CGF the following validity periods apply: 

a. New courses must be check rated, 5 years from the initial rating date. 
b. Established courses must be check rated every 10 years. 

A fixed charge applies for either process:      €600 
 
4. Modification of Courses 
Where a course has been modified, and a course rating team visit is necessary the following 
charges will apply: 

a. For the first Tee set         €200 
b. For each additional Tee set        €100 

                       
Where a course has been modified but NO physical measurement or visit has to be made by a 
course rating team, and the new course rating is based upon amending data stored in the 
course rating system: 

c. For each Tee set        €100 
 
5. Composite courses 
Where a course requests a composite course be produced from the CRS database the charge 
will be: 

a. For each Tee set         €100 
 
6. Subsistence and Sundry Expenses 
The host course is expected to provide suitable hospitality for the rating team during 
attendance at the course on course rating business. Any out of pocket expenses incurred by 
the course rating team will be met from CGF general purpose funds and this includes but may 
not be limited to reasonable costs for fuel, hotel expenses and refreshments. 
 
 
 
 



 

2 

7. Proving Rounds 
The course rating team will be required to conduct proving round’s for rating purposes, 
courtesy of the course should be extended to team members involved within the rating 
process. 
 
8. Provision of Rating Team 
It is the CGF’s responsibility as the National Authority to provide or source qualified raters. 
In the event that CGF’s HR&CRC is unable to provide a suitably qualified rating team, CGF will 
approach the EGA for assistance. The requesting course will then be responsible for covering 
all expenses incurred by that team to include but not be limited to travel, accommodation, 
F&B costs, out of pocket expenses and any individual rater payments or charges. 
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SECTION 11 
 
PERMANENT DISTANCE MARKERS 
The policy of the CGF when dealing with the positioning of permanent distance markers is in 
accordance with the following references: 
 
1. WHS Rules of Handicapping, Appendix G, Paragraph b. 
Course Measurement - Each hole must be measured to the nearest metre, for each set of tees 
from a permanent distance marker, in accordance with the procedures outlined in the Course 
Rating system. 
 
2. WHS Course Rating System Section 6 - Permanent Distance Markers 

a. Permanent distance marker is a term to define a fixed point used to measure the 
distance of a hole, from Tee Ground or Tee Pad to the centre of a Green. 

b. Fairways distance markers should reflect the measurement from the centre of fairway 
to the centre of the putting green. 

 
3. Purpose of the Markers 

a. A permanent distance marker provides the course rating team with a fixed 
measurement point from which to take course measurements. 

b. A permanent distance marker gives the Grounds superintendent and Competitions 
committee a fixed reference point from which they can adjust the overall hole length 
and remain within the criteria for handicap qualifying conditions. 

c. To remain within the published Course Rating length for tournament and handicap 
qualifying purposes the overall course length must not deviate by more than 100 
metres. 

d. A permanent distance marker provides a player with a fixed visual reference point from 
which they can calculate any daily variance to score card yardage or notice board 
information. 

 
4. Positioning 

a. The permanent distance marker must be clearly visible. 
b. The permanent distance marker should be placed adjacent to the middle of the teeing 

pad. 
c. The WHS Course Rating System Section 6 Para 3, recommends that permanent distance 

markers should at no time be less than two metres from the front of the teeing pad or 
less than four metres from the back of a teeing pad.  

d. This allows the player to tee up within the accepted two club depth of the teeing area 
and incorporates a safety margin behind for an uninterrupted swing path. 

 
5. Design 

a. There is no standard design or style for markers, an acceptable permanent distance 
marker can be as simple as an inexpensive coloured paver, brick, disk, plate or marker 
post. 

b. CGF uses the colour sequence Black, White, Yellow, Blue, Red and Orange. Black being 
the longest Tee set. All Tees are multi gender. 
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6. Information 
a. There is no standard for information that the marker itself must exhibit. Information 

such as hole number, tee designation, par and stroke Index can be displayed on an 
adjacent information board.  

b. Cyprus uses the Metric system and course measurements must be in Metres. 
 
7. HR&CRC Procedures 

a. The HR&CRC will calculate the tee to centre of green measurements based upon the 
WHS CRS. Permanent distance markers must be positioned at the middle of the tee pad 
and the centre of the green is used as the target measurement point. 

b. When calculating the position for the permanent distance marker on tee pads used for 
multiple tee positions, HR&CRC divides the tee pad into appropriate sized packets and 
calculates the midpoint of each packet to use as the permanent distance marker 
position. 

c. On courses where artificially surfaced tee areas are in use, measurements are taken 
from the centre of the teeing mat. 
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SECTION 12 
 
ARTIFICIAL GRASS SURFACES AND MATS 
General 
1. The nature of golf in Cyprus is such that courses may utilise materials such as artificial grass 

as the surface of the Teeing Area, the Putting Green and additionally in the form of a 
circular mat when playing from fairway preferred lies. 

2. The following recommendations apply to these situations and the definition itself of teeing 
area is an important consideration, the Definition of the Teeing Area is: 
a. The area the player must play from in starting the hole he or she is playing. 
b. The teeing area is a rectangle that is two club lengths deep where: 

i. The front edge is defined by the line between the forward-most points of two 
tee markers set by the Committee, and 

ii. The side edges are defined by the lines back from the outside points of the tee 
markers. 

c. The teeing area is one of five defined areas of the course and all other teeing locations 
on the course (whether on the same hole or any other holes) are part of the general 
area. 

 
Non- Standard Teeing Areas 
3. Courses may need to use non-standard teeing areas, for example artificial grass mats 

placed on the ground or on elevated tee boxes such as those made from concrete blocks 
or similar structure. These areas when used to start a hole may not conform to the 
definition of a teeing area under the Rules of Golf. 

 
4. A Local Rule needs to be created to ensure clubs and players do NOT infringe the Rules of 

Golf and a recommended wording of that rule is: 
Rule 6.1b is modified in this way: when an artificial grass tee mat has been provided the 
mat is the teeing area. A player must start any such hole by playing a ball from anywhere 
on the mat under Rule 6.2b and must also take his or her stance on that mat. 
Penalty for Breach of local rules 
Match Play - Loss of Hole: Stroke Play - Rule 6.1b applies. 
Local rules MUST include the following: 

a. That the front edge of the mat is also the front edge of the teeing area. 
b. That the sides and rear of the mat are additionally the limits of the teeing area. 
c. That the mats are not immovable obstructions but to be integral parts of the 

course.  
Penalty for Breach of local rules 

Match Play - Loss of Hole: Stroke Play - Rule 6.1b applies.” 

 
Putting Green 
5. Artificial grass surfaced putting greens are acceptable for handicap qualifying events under 

the Rules of Golf and the WHS Course Rating System. 
a. A Local Rule must be in effect to define that artificial surface putting greens are 

NOT immovable obstructions but to be an Integral part of the course. 
b. The green would be a wrong green when playing from another hole and would not 

be an abnormal course condition. 
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c. Where the edge of an artificial putting green butts up to the natural surface of the 
course, the club may want to permit free relief if so a Local rule is required. 

 
Preferred Lies and the use of artificial turf mats 
6. Artificial turf mats for use on fairways are acceptable under the Rules of Golf and their use 

is accepted as being for any winter lies period, however on Cyprus there is no such winter 
lies period as preferred lies exist through the year. 

a. Use of mats is optional and permitted on all fairways.  
b. The club may restrict use of the mats on fairways by suitably designating areas 

where their use is prohibited. 
c. Courses can decide if mats are restricted to only the fairway in play. 
d. It is strongly recommended that they permit use on all fairways. 
e. CGF only permits the use of preferred lies in the fairway it does NOT permit their 

use outside of the fairway. 
f. A local rule permitting use of artificial mats on fairways is required. 

 
Smart Mats 
7. Smart mats sometimes known by the tradename of Rocket Launcher are an approved 

device acceptable for use in qualifying rounds.  
8. They can only be used where a preferred lie is permitted.  
9. They cannot be used from the teeing area under any circumstances. 
10. It is recommended that they be included under Local Rules for preferred lies and use of 

fairway mats. 
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SECTION  13 
 

Clarifications of the 2019 Rules of 
Golf 

Updated 1 April 2022 

Clarifications will normally be updated on a quarterly basis each January, April, July, and October 
and the next quarterly update will be in July 2022. The next revision to Rules of Golf will be January 
2023. 
 

___________________________________________________________________________ 
 

No New Clarifications for October 2022 

 
___________________________________________________________________________ 

 
 

RULES 
Rule 1: 
 

Rule 1.3c(4): 
 

1. Playing From a Wrong Place Is Related to Causing the Ball to Move: 
 

If a player moves his or her ball in play in breach of Rule 9.4 and plays it from its new 
location rather than replacing it, the player gets only the general penalty under Rule 
14.7 for playing from a wrong place. The act of moving the ball in breach of Rule 9.4 is 
related to playing from a wrong place in breach of Rule 14.7. (Added 12/2018) 

RULE 3: 

Rule 3.3b(4): 
 

1. Interpretation 3.3b(4)/1 – National Association May Establish Meaning of 
“Handicap” Player Must Show on Scorecard: 

 

Until further notice, a National Association (Authorized Association as defined in the 
Rules of Handicapping) may adopt a policy that establishes the handicap that players 
must show on their scorecard in a net-score stroke play competition. This handicap does 
not have to be the handicap described in Interpretation 3.3b(4)/1, which is the Course 
Handicap (as defined in the Rules of Handicapping). The options for the National 
Association are the Handicap Index, the Course Handicap or the Playing Handicap. If no 
policy is adopted by the National Association, the Course Handicap is the handicap the 
player must show on the scorecard, in accordance with Interpretation 3.3b(4)/1. (Added 
4/2021) 

 
2. Interpretation 3.3b(4)/2 – Player May be Exempt From Penalty When Committee 

Provides a Scorecard With an Incorrect Handicap 
 

Until further notice, a National Association (Authorized Association as defined in the Rules 
of Handicapping) may adopt a policy that alters the provisions in Interpretation 3.3b(4)/2. 
With such a policy in place, it means that if a Committee provides a player with a 
scorecard containing the incorrect handicap and the error is not corrected before the 
player returns the scorecard, this will be treated as an administrative mistake by the 
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Committee. This means that the player is not penalized if the incorrect handicap on the 
returned scorecard is the handicap provided by the Committee. There is no time limit for 
correcting the mistake. (Added 4/2021) 

 

RULE 4: 

Rule 4.1a(3): 
1.  Removing a Non-Permissible External Attachment: 

 

During a round, if a player discovers a non-permissible external attachment on their 
club (such as a sticker on the clubface), it may be removed without penalty and the club 
may be used to make a stroke so long as the club now conforms. 

 
If the player does not remove the non-permissible external attachment and makes a 
stroke with the non-conforming club, the player is disqualified. (Added 4/2022) 

 

Rule 4.1b(3) 
 

See the Committee Procedures section at end of this document for MLR G-9 
Replacement of Broken or Significantly Damaged Clubs 

 

Rule 4.1c: 
 

1.  Club Taken Out of Play Must Not Be Used During That Round: 
 

If an extra club was taken out of play before a round and carried during the round, or a 
club was taken out of play during the round, it must not be used for the remainder of 
that round. This includes a situation where a player is allowed to replace a club, and is 
an additional restriction in Rule 4.1b(4). (Added 12/2018) 

 

Rule 4.3a: 
 

1. Interpretation 4.3a/1 – Limitations on Using Green-Reading Materials  

Purpose of Interpretation: 

Rule 4.3 limits the use of equipment and devices that might help a player in his or her 
play, based on the principle that golf is a challenging game in which success should 
depend on the judgment, skills and abilities of the player. This interpretation of Rule 
4.3 limits the size and scale of detailed putting green maps and any similar electronic or 
digital materials that a player may use during a round to help with reading his or her 
line of play on the putting green so that a player’s ability to read a green remains an 
essential part of the skill of putting. 

 

Putting Green Maps 

The player is allowed to use a putting green map or other putting green information, 
except that: 

 

- Any image of a putting green must be limited to a scale of 3/8 inch to 5 yards 
(1:480) or smaller (the “scale limit”); 

 

- Any book or other paper containing a map or image of a putting green must not be 
larger than 4 ¼ inches x 7 inches (the “size limit”), although a “hole location sheet” 
that displays 9 or more holes on a single sheet of paper may be larger, provided 
that any image of a single putting green meets the scale limit; 
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- No magnification of putting green information is allowed other than a player’s 
normal wearing of prescription glasses or lenses; 

 

- Hand drawn or written information about a putting green is only allowed if 
contained in a book or paper meeting the size limit and written by the player 
and/or his or her caddie. 

 

Electronic or Digital Putting Green Maps 
 

In electronic or digital form, any image of a putting green must meet the above scale 
and size limits. Even when an electronic or digital putting green map meets the above 
limits, the player is still in breach of Rule 4.3 if the player uses any device in a manner 
not consistent with the purpose of these limits, such as by: 

 

- Increasing the size of the green’s representation beyond the scale or size limits; 
 

- Producing a recommended line of play based on the location (or estimated 
location) of the player’s ball (see Rule 4.3a(1)). (Interpretation Introduced in 
November 2018 and added to clarifications on 7/2019) 

 

Frequently Asked Questions: To view a document detailing frequently asked questions 
in relation to Green Reading Materials, click here (last updated June 2019). 

 

2. When Use of Alignment Device Results in Breach 
 

If a player places an “alignment device” (see Definition in Equipment Rules to see when 
a ball- marker meets this Definition) to show the line of play and then orients his or her 
ball based on the direction of that alignment device, the player is in breach of Rule 4.3a. 

 
For example, a player’s ball comes to rest on the putting green and the player marks 
the spot of his or her ball with an “alignment device.” When doing so, the alignment 
device is placed to show the line of play. If the player then lifts and replaces his or her 
ball (which includes rotating it) so that a marking on the ball is lined up with the 
alignment device, the player is in breach of Rule 4.3a. (Added 1/2020) 
 
 

RULE 5: 

RULE 5.2: 
 

1.  First Breach Happens When First Stroke Made: 
 

The penalty for the first breach of Rule 5.2 applies when a player commits a single act 
(such as making a stroke). The disqualification penalty for the second breach applies 
when that player commits any subsequent act that is not allowed (such as rolling a ball 
or making another stroke). These are not treated as related acts under Rule 1.3c(4). 
(Added 12/2018) 

 

RULE 10: 

Rule 10.2b(4): 
 

1. Meaning of “Begins Taking a Stance for the Stroke”: 
 

Rule 10.2b(4) does not allow a player to have his or her caddie deliberately stand on or 
close to an extension of the line of play behind the ball for any reason when the player 
begins taking a stance for the stroke. Reference to “the stroke” means the stroke that is 

https://www.randa.org/~/media/rules-modernization/resources-center/files/grm-faqs-june-2019.ashx
https://www.randa.org/en/rules-of-equipment/2019/rules/equipment-rules/part-6-devices-and-other-equipment#67-definition-of-alignment-device-and-treatment-of-ball-markers
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actually made. 
 

The player begins to take the stance for the stroke that is actually made when he or she 
has at least one foot in position for that stance. 

 

If a player backs away from the stance, he or she has not taken a stance for the stroke 
that is actually made, and the second bullet point in Rule 10.2b(4) does not apply. 

 

Therefore, if a player takes a stance when the caddie is deliberately standing on or close 
to an extension of the line of play behind the ball, there is no penalty under Rule 
10.2b(4) if the player backs away from the stance and does not begin to take a stance 
for the stroke that is actually made until after the caddie has moved out of that 
location. This applies anywhere on the course. 

 
Backing away means that the player’s feet or body are no longer in a position where 
helpful guidance on aiming at the intended target line could be given. (Added 2/2019) 
 

2. Examples of Caddie Not Deliberately Standing Behind Ball When Player Begins Taking 
Stance for Stroke 

 

Rule 10.2b(4) does not allow a player to have his or her caddie deliberately stand on or 
close to an extension of the line of play behind the ball for any reason when the player 
begins taking a stance for the stroke. 

 

The use of the term “deliberately” requires the caddie to be aware that (1) the player is 
beginning to take a stance for the stroke to be played, and (2) he or she is standing on 
or close to an extension of the line of play behind the ball. 

If the caddie is unaware of either of these two things, the caddie’s action is not deliberate 
and Rule 10.2b(4) does not apply. 

 

Examples of when a caddie’s action is not considered to be deliberate include when: 
 

- The caddie is raking a bunker or taking some similar action to care for the course 
and is not aware that he or she is doing so on or close to an extension of the line 
of play behind the ball. 

 

- The player makes a stroke and the ball comes to rest near the hole and the player 
walks up and taps the ball into the hole while the caddie is unaware he or she is 
standing on or close to an extension of the line of play behind the ball. 

 

- The caddie is standing on an extension of the line of play behind the ball but, 
when the player moves in to begin taking a stance, the caddie is facing away 
from the player or looking in a different direction and is unaware the player has 
begun to take his or her stance. 

 
- The caddie is engaged in a task (such as obtaining a yardage) and is unaware 

that the player has begun to take the stance. 
 

But, in the examples given above, when the caddie becomes aware that the player has 
already begun to take a stance for the stroke to be played and he or she is standing on 
or close to an extension of the line of play behind the ball, the caddie needs to make 
every effort to move out of the way. 

 
Common acts that caddies take unrelated to the player setting up to the ball, such as 
checking to see if a player’s club will hit a tree, whether the player has interference 
from a cart path or holding an umbrella over a player’s head before the stroke, are not 
treated as deliberate actions under Rule 10.2b(4). After helping the player with such an 
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act, there is no penalty so long as the caddie moves away before the stroke is made. 
 

If either the player or caddie is attempting to circumvent the primary purpose of Rule 
10.2b(4), which is to ensure that aiming at the intended target is a challenge that the 
player must overcome alone, the caddie’s actions are treated as being deliberate. 
(Added 2/2019) 

 

3. Alignment Help Before Player Has Begun Taking Stance for Stroke: 
 

Interpretation 10.2b(4)/1 explains that the primary purpose of Rule 10.2b(4) is to ensure 
that aiming at the intended target is a challenge that the player must overcome alone. 

 

In a situation where a player has not yet begun to take his or her stance for the stroke 
but: 

 

- the player’s feet or body are close to a position where useful guidance on aiming 
could be given and 

- the caddie is deliberately standing on or close to an extension of the line of play 
behind the ball, 

 

the player is treated as having begun to take a stance for the stroke (even though his 
or her feet are not in that position) only if the caddie gives the player help with 
alignment. 

 

If alignment help is given but the player backs away before making the stroke and the 
caddie moves out from behind the line of play, there is no breach of the Rule. This 
applies anywhere on the course. 

 
Alignment help includes when the caddie gives help by standing behind the player and 
moving away without saying anything but, by doing so, is giving a signal to the player 
that he or she is correctly aimed at the intended target. (Added 2/2019) 

 

Rule 10.3b(2): 
 

1.  Caddie May Lift Ball When Player Will Take Relief: 
 

So long as it is reasonable to conclude that the player is taking relief under a Rule, his 
or her caddie is treated as being given authorization to lift the ball and may do so 
without penalty. (Added 12/2018) 

 
 

RULE 11: 

Rule 11.1b: 
 

1. How To Apply Exception 2 to Rule 11.1b: 
 

Exception 2 to Rule 11.1b is to be applied using the “known or virtually certain” 
standard. Therefore, if there is knowledge or conclusive evidence that the ball played 
from the putting green accidentally hit a person, animal or movable obstruction on the 
putting green, the stroke does not count. (Added 12/2018) 

 

2. Living Insects Are Animals: 
 

Exception 2 to Rule 11.1b applies to living insects since they are animals. (Added 12/2018) 
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RULE 13: 

Rule 13.1c(2): 
 

1.  Status of Damage From Hail: 
 

Damage on the putting green caused by hail may be repaired. (Added 12/2018) 
 

RULE 14: 

Rule 14.3b(2): 
 

1.  Tee Is Player’s Equipment: 
 

A tee that is being used by the player, or is being carried by the player or his or her 
caddie, is the player’s equipment (such as a tee marking the reference point). (Added 
12/2018) 

 

Rule 14.3d: 
 

1.  Penalty for Deliberately Deflecting or Stopping Dropped Ball Always Applies: 
 

If a player drops a ball in the right way and deliberately deflects that ball before it 
comes to rest in breach of Rule 14.3d, the player must drop a ball again. 
When doing so, the player is not considered to be correcting a mistake under Rule 
14.5b(3) and gets the general penalty under Rule 14.3d. (Added 12/2018) 

 

Rule 14.5c: 
 

1.  Player Not Penalized When Improvement Has No Effect on Relief Area Ball Played From: 
 

If a player improves the relief area but drops the ball in a wrong way, the player would 
get no penalty under Rule 8.1a if he or she dropped in the right way in a different relief 
area so long as the improvement did not also improve the relief area that the player 
played from. (Added 12/2018) 

 

RULE 15: 

Rule 15.3: 
 

1. Backstopping: 
 

“Backstopping” is the common term used to describe the following situation in 
stroke play: 

 

A player, without agreement with any other player, leaves his or her ball 
in place on the putting green close to the hole in a position where 
another player, who is about to play from off the putting green, could 
benefit if his or her ball struck the ball at rest. 

 

As there has been no agreement to leave the ball in place to help any 
player, there is no breach of the Rules – see Rule 15.3a. 
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However, The R&A and USGA take the view that “backstopping” fails to take 
into account all of the other players in the competition and has the potential to 
give the player with the “backstop” an advantage over those other players. 

Consequently, The R&A and USGA offer players the following guidance and 
explanation of best practice: 

 

• In stroke play, the competition involves all players and, because each player 
in the competition cannot be present to protect his or her own interests, 
protecting the field is an important responsibility that all players in the 
competition share. 

 

• Therefore, in stroke play, if there is a reasonable possibility that a player’s ball 
close to the hole could help another player who is about to play from off the 
green, both players should ensure that the player whose ball is close to the 
hole marks and lifts that ball before the other player plays. 

 
• If all players follow this best practice, it ensures the protection of the 

interests of everyone in the competition. (Added 1/2020) 
 
 

RULE 16: 

Rule 16.1a(3): 
 

1.  Meaning of “Clearly Unreasonable to Play Ball” When Deciding If Relief Is Allowed: 
 

The purpose of Rule 16.1a(3) is to prevent a player from obtaining free relief when it is 
clearly unreasonable for him or her to make a stroke because of interference by 
something from which free relief is not available. But it does not apply, for example, if a 
player’s ball is embedded in the general area and he or she is standing on an 
immovable obstruction. In this case, the player may take relief from either condition 
unless relief is unreasonable because of something other than either condition. (Added 
12/2018) 

 

Rule 16.1c(2): 
 

1.  Reference Point and Relief Area for Back-On-the-Line Relief Must Be Outside Bunker: 
 

When taking back-on-the-line relief from an abnormal course condition under Rule 
16.1c(2), both the reference point and relief area must be outside the bunker in which 
the original ball came to rest. (Added 1/2021) 

 

Rule 16.3b: 
 

1. Player Not Always Allowed to Take Embedded Ball Relief: 
 

If a player’s ball is embedded in the general area but neither the reference point nor any 
part of the course within one club-length of the reference point is in the general area, 
the player is not allowed to take free relief under Rule 16.3b. 

For example, free relief is not allowed if: 

- a ball is embedded at the very base of the lip, wall or face above a bunker, 
 

- the spot right behind the ball is in the bunker and 
 

- within one club-length of and not nearer the hole from that reference point, 
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there is no part of the relief area that is in the general area. (Added 12/2018) 
 
 

RULE 17: 

Rule 17.1d(2): 
 

1. Reference Point for Back-On-the-Line Relief Must Be Outside Penalty Area: 
 

When taking back-on-the-line relief from a penalty area, the reference point (and the 
relief area) must be outside that penalty area. (Added 04/2019) 

 

2. See the Committee Procedures section at end of this document for MLR E-
12 Ball Played from Outside Relief Area When Taking Back-On-the-Line Relief 

 

RULE 24: 

Rule 24.4b: 
 

1.  Advice Giver Must Not Deliberately Stand Behind Player: 
 

If an advice giver deliberately stands behind a player from when he or she starts to take 
a stance, if the player asks or authorizes the advice giver to do this, he or she gets the 
general penalty under Rule 10.2b(4) – see Rule 1.3c(1), first bullet point. 

 

If the player did not ask or authorize the advice giver to stand in that location but knows 
that this is not allowed and does not take reasonable steps to object or stop it from 
happening, the player gets the general penalty under Rule 10.2b(4) – see Rule 1.3c(1), 
second bullet point. (Added 12/2018) 

 

 

DEFINITIONS 

Club-Length: 
 

1.  Meaning of “Club-Length” When Playing with Partner: 
 

In partner forms of play, either partner’s longest club, except a putter, may be used for 
defining the teeing area or determining the size of a relief area. (Added 12/2018) 

 

FLAGSTICK: 

1.  Flagstick Specifications: 

The specification of flagstick in the Equipment Rules was amended on 1 January 2020, 
principally to include the following: 

 

“Attachments may be permitted more than 3 inches (76.2 mm) below the putting 
green surface but must be constrained to this area.” 

 

For full details of the flagstick specification, see the Equipment Rules. (Added 1/2020) 
 

 

https://www.randa.org/en/rules-of-equipment/2019/rules/equipment-rules/part-8-committee-equipment-requirements#the-flagstick
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RELIEF AREA: 

1.  Determining Whether Ball in Relief Area: 
 

When determining whether a ball has come to rest within a relief area (i.e. either one 
or two club-lengths from the reference point depending on the Rule being applied), 
the ball is in the relief area if any part of the ball is within the one or two club-length 
measurement. However, a ball is not in a relief area if any part of the ball is nearer the 
hole than the reference point or when any part of the ball has interference from the 
condition from which free relief is taken. (Added 12/2018) 
 

 

COMMITTEE PROCEDURES 

Model Local Rule B-2: 
 

1.  Point on Opposite Edge Must Not Cross Another Area of the Course: 
 

With the Model Local Rule in use, if the straight line from the edge where the ball last 
crossed into the penalty area to the other edge that is an equal distance from the hole 
crosses outside the penalty area, the player is not allowed to use that opposite point. 
(Added 12/2018) 

 

MODEL LOCAL RULE D-7: 
 

1. Local Rule D-7 Limiting When Stroke Made From Putting Green Must Be Replayed 
Under Exception 2 to Rule 11.1b 

 

Model Local Rule D-7 
 

“Exception 2 to Rule 11.1b applies, except that when a ball played from the putting green 
accidentally hits: 

 

• the player, 
• the club used by the player to make the stroke or 
• an animal defined as a loose impediment (that is, worms, insects and similar 

animals that can be removed easily) 
 

the stroke counts and the ball must be played as it lies. 

Penalty for Playing Ball from a Wrong Place in Breach of Local Rule: General Penalty 
Under Rule 14.7a.” (Added 1/2021) 

MODEL LOCAL RULE E-12: 

1. Local Rule E-12 Ball Played From Outside Relief Area When Taking Back-On-the-Line Relief 

Model Local Rule E-12 Ball Played From Outside Relief Area When Taking Back-On-
the-Line Relief 

Purpose. A Committee may choose to introduce a Local Rule to provide for no penalty in 
specific circumstances when a ball is played from outside the relief area after taking back-
on-the-line relief. 

Under this Local Rule, a player will not be penalized for playing from a wrong place so 
long as the ball is dropped in the relief area and comes to rest within one club-length of 
where it first touched the ground. 
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For example, a ball rolls slightly forward of the reference point after having been dropped 
in the right way and in the relief area, but is still within one club-length of where it first 
touched the ground when dropped. In such cases, the player can either proceed under 
Rule 14.3c(2) or the player can play the ball from where it came to rest. 

This Local Rule is for use only in relation to the Back-On-the-Line relief procedure. 

MLR E-12 

“When taking Back-On-the-Line relief, there is no additional penalty if a player plays a 
ball that was dropped in the relief area required by the relevant Rule (Rule 16.1c(2), 
17.1d(2), 19.2b or 19.3b) but came to rest outside the relief area, so long as the ball, 
when played, is within one club-length of where it first touched the ground when 
dropped. 

This exemption from penalty applies even if the ball is played from nearer the hole than 
the reference point (but not if played from nearer the hole than the spot of the original ball 
or the estimated point where the ball last crossed the edge of the penalty area). 

This Local Rule does not change the procedure for taking Back-On-the-Line relief under a 
relevant Rule. This means that the reference point and relief area are not changed by this 
Local Rule and that Rule 14.3c(2) can be applied by a player who drops a ball in the right 
way and it comes to rest outside the relief area, whether this occurs on the first or 
second drop.” (Added 4/2019) 

 

MODEL LOCAL RULE F-5: 

1. Immovable Obstruction Is Not Required to Be in General Area: 
 

In relation to the location of the immovable obstruction, the term “within two club-
lengths of the putting green” includes an immovable obstruction that is on the putting 
green. (Added 12/2018) 

 

MODEL LOCAL RULE G-9: 

1. Local Rule G-9 for Replacement of Club that is Broken or Significantly Damaged 
 

Model Local Rule G-9 

“Rule 4.1b(3) is modified in this way: 

If a player’s club is “broken or significantly damaged” during the round by the player or 
caddie, except in cases of abuse, the player may replace the club with any club under 
Rule 4.1b(4). 

When replacing a club, the player must immediately take the broken or significantly 
damaged club out of play, using the procedure in Rule 4.1c(1). 

For the purposes of this Local Rule: 

• A club is “broken or significantly damaged” when: 

➢ the shaft breaks into pieces, splinters or is bent (but not when the shaft 
is only dented) 

 

➢ the club face impact area is visibly deformed (but not when the club face 
is only scratched) 

 

➢ the clubhead is visibly and significantly deformed 
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➢ the clubhead is detached or loose from the shaft, or 

➢ the grip is loose. 

 
Exception: A club face or clubhead is not “broken or significantly damaged” solely 
because it is cracked. 

Penalty for Breach of Local Rule – See Rule 4.1b.” (Added 4/2019) 
 

MODEL LOCAL RULE G-10: 

1.  Prohibiting Use of Clubs Longer than 46 Inches. 
 

Purpose. To limit the maximum allowable club length, a Committee may choose to 
adopt a Local Rule which restricts the maximum length for clubs, other than putters, to 
46 inches. 

A measurement tolerance of 0.20 inches is allowed above 46 inches. 

For an explanation of the measurement of a club, see Figure 3 under Part 2.1c of the 
Equipment Rules. 

This Local Rule is recommended for use only in competitions limited to highly skilled 
players (that is, professional competitions and elite amateur competitions). 

For the avoidance of doubt, when this Model Local Rule is in effect, the application of the 
physical need exception allowing a player to use clubs longer than 46 inches is not 
available. 

Model Local Rule G-10 

"In making a stroke, the player must not use a club, except for a putter, which exceeds 
46 inches in length. 

Penalty for Making a Stroke with a Club in Breach of this Local Rule: Disqualification. 

There is no penalty under this Local Rule for carrying but not making a stroke with a club 
which does not conform to these length specifications." (Added 12/2021) 

 

 

Model Local Rule G-11: 

1.  Restricting Use of Green-Reading Materials 
 

Purpose. Rule 4.3, and specifically Interpretation 4.3a/1, puts limitations on the size and 

scale of detailed green-reading materials. But to ensure that players and caddies use 

only their eye and feel to help them read the line of play on the putting green, the 

Committee may further restrict the use of green-reading materials by requiring that 

players are limited throughout their round to using only the yardage book that has been 

approved for use in the competition. 

This Local Rule is intended only for the highest levels of competitive golf and, even 

then, only to competitions where it is realistic for the Committee to undertake an 

approval process for yardage books. 

When introducing this Local Rule, the Committee is responsible for approving the 
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yardage book that players may use, and the approved yardage book should contain 

diagrams of putting greens with minimal detail only (such as significant slopes, tiers or 

false edges that indicate sections of greens). 

Players and caddies may add handwritten notes to the approved yardage book to help 

them read the line of play on a putting green, so long as those notes are allowed under 

this Local Rule. 

Model Local Rule G-11 

"Rule 4.3a is modified in this way: 
 

During a round, the player may use only the yardage book(s) approved by the Committee. 

This restriction also applies to any other maps of the course, including hole-location 

sheets. 

Additional restrictions apply to handwritten notes and any other materials used by the 

player that could help read the line of play on the putting green: 

• Handwritten notes may be added to an approved yardage book or approved 
hole- location sheet before or during the round by the player or the player’s 
caddie only and are limited to information gathered by the player or caddie 
only. 

• Handwritten notes may contain information gained only through personal 
experiences of the player or the player’s caddie from the course or by watching 
a televised broadcast, but are limited to information gained: 
➢ While observing a ball that was rolled or played (whether by the player, 

caddie or someone else) or 
➢ Through the player’s or caddie’s feel or general observations of the putting 

green. 

 
These additional restrictions on handwritten notes or other materials do not apply to 

such information when they could not help the player read the line of play on the 

putting green (such as handwritten or printed information containing swing thoughts 

or listing carry distances for the player’s clubs). 

During a round, if a player uses: 

• A yardage book, other maps of the course or a hole-location sheet that has 
not been approved by the Committee, 

• An approved yardage book or approved hole-location sheet that contains a 
handwritten note or information gained in a manner that is not allowed, or 

• Any other materials that could help with reading the line of play on the putting 
green 
(whether a specific putting green or greens in general), 

the player is in breach of this Local Rule and the penalty statement under Rule 4.3 

applies. “Use” means to look at: 

• Any page of a yardage book or other maps of the course or a hole-location 
sheet that has not been approved by the Committee, or 

• Any of the following when doing so could help the player or caddie read the line of 
play 
on the putting green: 
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➢ a page in an approved yardage book or an approved hole-location sheet 
that contains a handwritten note or information gained in a manner that is 
not allowed, or 

➢ any other materials.” (Added 12/2021) 
 

Additional Guidance: To view a document detailing the language of this Model Local 
Rule and additional guidance, click here. (last updated 1 December 2021). 

 
 

MODIFIED RULES FOR PLAYERS WITH 

DISABILITIES 

Modified Rule 2: 
 

1.  Expanded Definition of “Replace” 
 

Physical limitations may make it difficult or impossible for players who are amputees 
to replace a ball by hand as required by the definition of replace. 

 

To address this, the Definition of “replace” for players who are amputees is expanded to 
allow the player to replace the ball either by hand or by using another piece of 
equipment (such as rolling the ball with a club). (Added 1/2021) 
 

 

MODIFIED RULE 3: 

1. Expanded Definition of “Replace” 
 

Physical limitations may make it difficult or impossible for players who use an assistive 
mobility device to replace a ball by hand as required by the definition of replace. 

 

To address this, and in addition to being allowed to have another person replace the 
ball, the Definition of “replace” for players who use an assistive mobility device is 
expanded to allow the player to replace the ball either by hand or by using another 
piece of equipment (such as rolling the ball with a club). (Added 1/2021) 

 
 

2. New Modified Rule 3.12 - Modification of Penalty Under Rule 19.3b (Unplayable 
Relief in Bunker) for Player Using Wheeled Mobility Device 

 

Physical limitations increase the instances where it is difficult or impossible for players 
who use a wheeled mobility device to play the ball as it lies in a bunker. To address 
this, Modified Rule 3.12 is added to the Modified Rules. 

 

“3.12 Modification of Penalty Under Rule 19.3b (Unplayable Relief in Bunker) for 
Player Using Wheeled Mobility Device 

 

Rule 19.3b is modified in this way: 
 

When a player with a wheeled mobility device takes relief for an unplayable ball in a 
bunker, the player may take back-on-the-line relief outside that bunker for one penalty 
stroke. 

Penalty for Playing Ball from a Wrong Place in Breach of Local Rule: General Penalty 
Under Rule 14.7a.” (Added 1/2021) 

https://www.randa.org/~/media/files/Green-Reading-Materials-Update-Dec-2021/MLR-G-11-and-Additional-Guidance---FINAL-v3.ashx


 
14 

 

3. Modified Relief Local Rule for Players Using Wheeled Mobility Devices 
 

Purpose. The function of some wheeled mobility devices creates a situation where the 
player’s stance (based on where the device is first positioned) cannot be promptly and 
consistently taken in relation to where the ball comes to rest. 

 

This Local Rule can be adopted by the Committee to assist a player who uses a 
wheeled mobility device so that he or she does not have to reposition the device 
multiple times to achieve the desired set-up position. 

 

This Local Rule may be applied anywhere on the course, including the putting green, 
the general area, penalty areas and bunkers. 

 

It is not the purpose of this Local Rule to impact on the decision that a player using a 
wheeled mobility device needs to take in relation to safety (such as positioning the 
device on steeply sloped ground). In such situations, other relief Rules (such as 
unplayable relief under Rule 19 or penalty area relief under Rule 17) may be applied. 

 

Model Local Rule 
 

“Before making a stroke, a player using a wheeled mobility device may take free relief 
by placing the original ball or another ball in and playing it from this relief area: 

 

• Reference Point: Spot of the original ball. 

• Size of Relief Area Measured from Reference Point: 6 inches from the reference 
point, which may be nearer the hole, but with these limits: 

 

• Limits on Location of Relief Area: 
 

» Must be in the same area of the course and 
 

» Must not be in an area of grass cut to fairway height or less unless the original 
ball came to rest in a part of the general area cut to fairway height or less (this 
means, for example, that a ball in the rough may not be placed in the fairway). 

 

When taking relief under this Local Rule, the player is allowed to place a ball more than 
once (such as when the first attempt to place a ball is slightly too far back in his or her 
stance). 

 

Exception – No Relief When Clearly Unreasonable to Play Ball. Relief is not available 
under this Local Rule when playing the ball as it lies would be clearly unreasonable (such 
as when the 

ball has come to rest in a bush and it is in such a position where the player would be 
unable to make a stroke). 

 

Penalty for Playing Ball from a Wrong Place in Breach of Local Rule: General Penalty 
Under Rule 14.7a.” (Added 1/2021) 
 

Table of Contents
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SECTION 14 
 
 
 

 

 

CLARIFICATIONS OF THE 2020 RULES OF HANDICAPPING 

Updated January 2023 

Additional clarifications will be included in this document as required, and date referenced. 
 

NEW CLARIFICATION 

Rule 7.2: Committee Actions 

Rule 7.2a states that “The Committee in charge of a competition may set a maximum limit 

for play within the Terms of the Competition. For example, the Committee can set: 

• A maximum Handicap Index for entry or use in the competition. 

• A maximum Playing Handicap.” 

 
Rule 7.2b goes on to state that “The Committee in charge of a competition may reserve the 

right to: 

• Adjust the Playing Handicap of an entrant within the Terms of the Competition where there is 
evidence that the player’s Handicap Index does not reflect their demonstrated ability.” 

 
Competition Committees in charge of elite level amateur events may also consider setting more 

detailed entry/eligibility criteria, for example: 

a. The requirement for the player to submit a copy of the most recent 20 scores in their 

scoring record, allowing the Committee to determine whether the player’s Handicap 

Index reflects their demonstrated ability. This could involve assessing the player’s 

performance in: 

• general play rounds; 

• competition rounds; 

• 9-hole rounds; 

• general play rounds compared to competition rounds; and 

• 9-hole rounds compared to 18-hole rounds. 

b. The right to consider the number of acceptable scores posted on a regular basis and 

performance in unauthorized formats of play, and/or 

c. Use of a player ranking, order of merit or some other indicator of ability based on 

performances in other competitions of equal stature. 

GENERAL 

Treatment of Plus (+) Handicaps (Added 25 July 2022) 

The Rules of Handicapping contain a number of references to ‘Plus Handicap’ players, which is the 

terminology traditionally used for a golfer that has achieved a Handicap Index better than Scratch 
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(0.0). 

However, when calculating a net score, the correct denotation of a ‘plus’ handicap is a negative, and 

this mathematical contradiction can lead to a lack of consistency in the way players denote their 

Handicap Index on entry forms and how software providers code their calculators. 

In an effort to achieve consistency across all jurisdictions, the following guidance is provided: 

• Players with a ‘Plus Handicap’ should be encouraged to always prefix their Handicap Index with a 

‘Plus’ sign (+) 

• All other players should be encouraged to refrain from using any prefix 

• The default assumption for competition organisers should be that a Handicap Index pre-fixed 

with a Plus (+) sign is a Plus Handicap. Any Handicap Index pre-fixed with a negative (-) sign should 

be queried. 

 
Application of Discretionary Items in Different Jurisdictions (Added 1 April 2021) 

The Rules of Handicapping contain a number of areas where the Authorized Association has 

discretion to choose between two or more options, to accommodate the way that golf is played and 

administered within that jurisdiction. These ‘discretionary items’ are mandatory within the 

jurisdiction to which they apply, but when travelling to a different jurisdiction, where different 

options may have been selected, it is the player’s responsibility to find out which option applies to 

their round. 

The following table sets out the position for each discretionary item that is available to Authorized 

Associations: 
 

Rule # Discretionary Item When Round is Played ‘Away’ 

1.4b Designating a Home Club N/A 

2.1a 
Acceptability of Scores - Played in an 

Authorized Format of Play 
As per Rule 2.1a(ii), Diagram 2.1a 

2.1a(iii) 
Pre-registration of Intent to Submit a Score in General 

Play 

As per ‘Home’ and in a manner 

determined by Home Club 

 
2.2a 

Minimum Number of Holes Played for Score 

to be Acceptable For an 18-hole Score - when lower 

than home jurisdiction 

As per ‘Away’ – to be consistent with Rule 

2.1a(ii) 

 
2.2a 

Minimum Number of Holes Played for Score to be 

Acceptable For an 18-hole Score - 

when higher than home jurisdiction 

As per ‘Home’ – to be consistent with Rule 

2.1a(ii) 

 
2.2b 

Minimum Number of Holes Played for Score to be 

Acceptable For a 9-hole Score - when 

lower than home jurisdiction 

As per ‘Away’ – to be consistent with Rule 

2.1a(ii) 

 
2.2b 

Minimum Number of Holes Played for Score 

to be Acceptable For a 9-hole Score - when higher than 

home jurisdiction 

As per ‘Home’ – to be consistent with Rule 

2.1a(ii) 

3.3 
When a Hole is Started but Player Does Not Hole Out As per ‘Away’ – to be consistent with Rule 

2.1a(ii) 
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4.1b 

Information Required for Scoring Record: For Scores 

Prior to Establishing a Handicap 

Index 

 
As per ‘Home’ 

4.4 Certification of Score As per ‘Home’ 

 
 

 

5.1a 
Calculation of a Score Differential: For an 18-hole 

Score 
As per ‘Home’ 

5.1b 
Calculation of a Score Differential: For a 9- hole Score 

As per ‘Home’ 

 
5.2a 

Handicap Committee: Assignment of Handicap Index 

Below Threshold Must be Approved 
 

N/A 

6.1 Course Handicap Calculation See Note* 

 
7.1a 

Handicap Committee: Handicap Index Adjustments 

from Handicap Review Must be Sanctioned or Ratified 
 

N/A 

 
7.1a 

Handicap Committee: Upward Adjustments 

of Handicap Index Exceeding Number of Strokes Must 

be Sanctioned or Ratified 

 
N/A 

 

 

*NOTE: 
 

When playing in a different jurisdiction, the formula used to calculate a players’ Course 

Handicap will depend on the format of play and the other participating players. For example: 
 

In general play, either the ‘Home’ or ‘Away’ formula can be applied, depending on who is 

participating, such that: 
 

• If 4 players from the same jurisdiction have travelled to a different jurisdiction to play a round 

together, they should calculate their Course Handicaps in the same way as they do at ‘Home’. 

• If a single player has travelled to a different jurisdiction to play a round with 3 players from the 

‘Away’ jurisdiction, the single player should calculate their Course Handicap in the same way as the 

‘Away’ players. 

 
In competition play, the player should always use the ‘Away’ formula and Committees are 

encouraged to include this requirement within their Terms of the Competition. 
 

DEFINITIONS 

Low Handicap Index (Added 1 April 2021) 

“The lowest Handicap Index achieved by the player during the 365-day period (one year) preceding 

the day on which the most recent score on their scoring record was played (see Rule 5.7)”. 

Lowest Handicap Index achieved should be interpreted to mean the lowest Handicap Index 

calculated during the 365-day period and should not include a Handicap Index calculated earlier, 

that was carried into the 365-day period. 
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RULES 

Rule 6.2: Playing Handicap Calculation (Added 20 September 2021) 

Handicap allowances are applied to a player’s Course Handicap as the final step in the calculation 

of their Playing Handicap. Handicap allowances are designed to provide equity for players of all 

levels of ability in each format of play (see Appendix C) and should be applied to the unrounded 

Course Handicap to avoid any undue effect of double rounding. 

Approximately 23% of the time, double rounding can produce Playing Handicaps that are 

significantly different and counter intuitive to players. For example, two players with a Handicap 

Index up to 2 strokes apart could both receive the same calculated Playing Handicap, see below: 

Course Rating = 71.0  
 
Slope Rating = 125  
 
Par = 71 
 
Format = Four-Ball Stroke Play (Handicap Allowance 85%) 
 
 
 

Playing Handicap Calculation (using rounded Course Handicap) 

 Player A Player B 

Handicap Index 8.6 10.3 

Course Handicap (Rounded) 10 11 

Playing Handicap (85%) 9 9 

 
 

Playing Handicap Calculation (using unrounded Course Handicap) 

 Player A Player B 

Handicap Index 8.6 10.3 

Course Handicap (Unrounded) 9.5132… 11.3938… 

Playing Handicap (85%) 8 10 

 

For the other 77% of the time, there would be no difference in the result. 

As players do not always have easy access to their unrounded Course Handicap, for practical 

purposes, handicap allowances may be applied to the rounded Course Handicap. It is the 

responsibility of the Authorized Association to establish the appropriate procedures within its 

jurisdiction for the calculation of the Playing Handicap, using either the unrounded or rounded 

Course Handicap. 

Note: Where no handicap allowance is applied or it is set at 100%, the Playing Handicap is always the 

same as the rounded Course Handicap. 
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INTERPRETATIONS 

2.1 /1 Score is Acceptable for Handicap Purposes Even If Holes Have Not Been Played in the Order Set by 

the Committee (Added 1 April 2021) 

Insertion of additional language, highlighted in red: 

Rule 5.1 of the Rules of Golf requires holes in a round to be played in the order set by either the 
Committee in charge of the competition or the Committee in charge of the golf course. 
However, provided the player has not been disqualified, a score is acceptable for handicap 
purposes even if the holes in a round have not been played in the order set by the Committee. 

 

For example: 
• When the golf course is busy and starting at an alternative hole will allow a quicker 

pace of play. 
• When playing holes in a different order will allow more players to complete their 

rounds, particularly during periods when daylight is limited. 
 

If the player has been disqualified, see Rule 2.1b. 
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SECTION 15 
 
FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS (FAQ) 
 
References: 
a.The Rules of Golf Player’s Edition is free and has been made available to all CGF federated 
players through their golf clubs, and the best place to keep it is in your golf bag. 
b.The Rules of Handicapping are available to view on the CGF website. 
 
The following are examples of questions and answers, which have been dealt with by CGF of 
late, they may not be specific to your own situation however they are included as a ready 
reference as they will crop up again. They have been written in such a way as to prompt you 
to refer to the relevant references. 
 
Q.1. Is there a winter lies or season for preferred lies in Cyprus? 
No. There is no CGF period of “winter or preferred lies", the active season in Cyprus is year- 
round. 
WHS Rule 2.1 
 
Q.2. The weather forecast is not good and the course is already in poor condition, can we 
declare a tournament as reductions only before play? 
No. The Playing Conditions Calculation (PCC) determines whether playing conditions on the 
day need to compensate for expected scoring patterns.  
WHS Rule 5.6  
 
If course conditions are expected to be exceptionally poor, the submission of scores for 
handicap purposes should be suspended.  
WHS Rules 7.2b 
 
Q.3. Is a round non-qualifying because we have preferred lies? 
The WHS considers that even though preferred lies are in operation that the event still stands 
for handicap purposes. 
 
Q.4. Can I get free relief from aeration holes of vertical cuts on the fairway or putting green? 
Yes provided the course has published a Model Local rule to deal with the situation. 
Rules of Golf MLR E-4. 
 
Q.5. Can I get relief from irrigation pipes, their fixtures and fittings inside a penalty area? 
No. They are integral objects from which free relief is not available. 
Rules of Golf Rule 2.3.  
 
Q.6. My course has not adopted the MLR Alternative to stroke and Distance for a Lost Ball 
or ball Out of Bounds under penalty of 2 strokes. Can I choose to use that rule? 
Unless the course includes MLR E-5 in its Local rules then you cannot use it in handicap 
qualifying rounds. 
Rules of Golf MLR E-5. 
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Q.7. What is General play? 
When an organised competition is not being contested and golfers are playing: 

• A casual round; or 

• Competitively, but not in an event organised by a Committee. 
WHS Definitions Page 11 
 
Playing from Bunkers raises more questions than any other topic especially when they are 
rain affected, and so a precis of the relevant rules follows: 
 
Q.8. Can a Committee make all bunkers, ground under repair and still run a Tournament as 
a Qualifying event? 
No. They can only do so on a case by case basis and a Local Rule must be published. Provided 
the MLR has been published then free relief outside the Bunker is permitted for those 
affected Bunkers. 
Rules of Golf, MLR F-16. 
Note: 
Whilst there is no Rules of Golf recommendation as too how many bunkers may be declared 
as GUR, the CGF recommends no more than 20%, and the tournament will remain as a 
qualifier. However if the recommended number of bunkers declared as GUR exceeds 20%  
then the tournament will lose its qualifying status. 
A consolidated/simplified overview of the relief options for bunker play follows: 
 
Rule 12.3 Specific Rules for relief for Ball in Bunker 
This Rule points you to three other specific Rules as below: 
 
Rule 16.1c Relief for Ball in Bunker – Abnormal Course Condition (for example temporary 
water in the Bunker) 
Check out diagram 16.1c on Page 96 of your Player’s Edition of the Rules of Golf. 
There are two relief options open to you: 

1.  Free relief in the bunker. 
2.  One stroke penalty, relief outside the bunker. 

 
Rule 16.2 Dangerous Animal Condition 
Relief may be permitted from a Bunker where a Dangerous animal such as a poisonous snake 
is lying. 
 
Rule 19.3 Relief Options for Unplayable Ball in Bunker Ball  
Check out diagram 19.3 on Page 119 of your Player’s Edition of the Rules of Golf.  
There are four relief options open to you: 

1. One stroke penalty, stroke and distance relief. 
2. One stroke penalty, back on line relief in the bunker. 
3. One stroke penalty, lateral relief in the bunker. 
4. Two stroke penalty, back on line relief outside the bunker. 

 
You might want to remind yourself of the Rules Definition of a bunker at Page 137 of your 
Player’s Edition of the Rules of Golf. 
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Q.9. How do we deal with players competing from multiple tees with different Pars for Men 
and Women? 
WHS Rules of Handicapping Rule 6.2b. 
 
Q.10. We are running a Ladies Invitational Greensomes event with Men as the playing 
partner, which stroke index do we have to use? 
The default Tournament setup for a mixed gender Greensomes format is to use the Men’s 
stroke Index. 
 
Q.11. What prize value can we publicise for a Hole in One at an upcoming event? 
Rules of Amateur Status Rule 3-2b  
 
Q.12. Cash prizes - Can our group run an event and issue cash prizes without affecting our 
amateur status? 
Rules of Amateur Status Appendix A - Policy on Gambling. 
The following is an extract from the Policy on Gambling and the R&A Guidelines on Gambling. 
 

Sweepstakes  
A sweepstake is one of the most common forms of gambling or wagering in golf in which each 
player has an option of placing a sum of money on himself. The same sum of money is placed 
by each player and the total sum collected is normally disbursed among the leading players 
who have opted to enter the sweepstake.  
Sweepstakes are approved provided entry is optional and the amount of money involved is 
not excessive.  
Hole-in-one sweepstakes, where the money collected accumulates from one competition to 
the next until a participant achieves a hole-in-one, are permitted. 
 
Acceptable Forms of Gambling 
There is no objection to informal gambling or wagering among individual golfers or teams of 
golfers when it is incidental to the game. 
It is not practicable to define informal gambling or wagering precisely, but features that would 
be consistent with such gambling or wagering include: 

•   the players in general know each other; 

• participation in the gambling or wagering is optional and is limited to the players; 

• the sole source of all money won by the players is advanced by the players; and 

• the amount of money involved is not generally considered to be excessive. 
 
Therefore, informal gambling or wagering is acceptable provided the primary purpose is the 
playing of the game for enjoyment, not for financial gain. 
 
However, be aware of: 
Unacceptable Forms of Gambling 
Organised events designed or promoted to create cash prizes are not permitted. Golfers 
participating in such events without first irrevocably waiving their right to prize money are 
deemed to be playing for prize money, in breach of Rule 3-1. 
Other forms of gambling or wagering where there is a requirement for players to participate 
(e.g., compulsory sweepstakes) or that have the potential to involve considerable sums of 

http://randa.org/Amateur-Status/MainRules/3-Prizes/SubRules/1-Playing-for-Prize-Money


  4 

money (e.g., calcuttas and auction sweepstakes – where players or teams are sold by auction) 
may be considered by a Governing body to be contrary to the purpose of the Rules (Rule 7-
2), 
It is not practical to define unacceptable forms of gambling or wagering precisely, but features 
that would be consistent with unacceptable gambling or wagering include: 

• non-players being able to participate in the gambling or wagering; 

• amounts of money that could be considered excessive; and  

• reason to believe that the gambling or wagering has given or may give rise to abuses of 
the Rules of play or manipulation of handicaps to the detriment of the integrity of the 
game. 

An amateur golfer’s participation in unacceptable gambling or wagering may be considered 
contrary to the purpose of the Rules (Rule 7-2) and may endanger his Amateur Status. 
 
The Rules of Amateur status are currently under review and the above might well be 
amended in due course. 
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